
View this email in your browser

RESTORATION UPDATE
THE TANK TEST CENTER PROJECT

Collecting Stickers
Turns out, collecting stickers isn’t just
for kids!  But the adult version of a
sticker collection like this can get
pretty pricey.  Good news one down, a
couple more to got in our journey to
complete the TTC fire suppression /
HVAC project

The four new HVAC units have now been installed on the roof of the Tank Test
Center, and the first unit has successfully fired up — so far, so good. Electrical
service upgrades are still needed before all four units can be fully operational, but we
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are getting very close.

While the lift was onsite, it was a good time to get some original lights from the
Packard Plant plus some fans installed in the TTC.  Center image - Long time
volunteer Bruce Blevins and Ken Briggs, right image is volunteer Gary Shostak
installing one of the fans.

We’re also pleased to share that the full $400,000 projected cost of this major fire
suppression and HVAC project has been raised. We are deeply grateful for the
generosity and support of our community. This milestone represents tremendous
progress, and we have learned a great deal along the way as we continue restoring
this important piece of automotive history for future generations.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Meet Paul & Kurt Roman

For some volunteers, the Packard Proving
Grounds becomes a place to give back. For
Paul and Kurt Roman, it’s also a place to
work together — sharing time, skills, and a
mutual appreciation for history.



The father–son duo began volunteering
about a year ago and quickly found
themselves drawn into the hands-on work
that keeps the historic site running. Much of
their time at the grounds is spent working
side by side on building maintenance
projects, including painting and repairs in
the garages. Their efforts help ensure the
historic structures remain well cared for and
ready to welcome visitors, events, and
everyday moments of discovery.

Kurt works alongside his father on these
same projects, while also offering an
additional creative skill when needed. With a
background in photography and visual arts,
he occasionally contributes photography and
collages for Packard Proving Grounds
events. “In a sense, we’re helping preserve
history by keeping it up — and by capturing
it, too,” Kurt shared.

Outside of volunteering, their interests
naturally align with the work they do at
Packard. Paul, now retired after a long career
as a draftsman, has always been drawn to
old buildings, automobiles, and history. Kurt
shares that appreciation, along with a strong
creative side. In addition to photography, he
is a musician who plays guitar and
participates in a local jazz band, blending
technical skill with artistic expression.

Both describe their volunteer experience as meaningful and purposeful — grounded in
preservation and steady contribution rather than fanfare. When asked what advice they would give
to someone considering volunteering, the answer was simple:
“Expect to find real meaning in what you do.”

We’re grateful for volunteers like Paul and Kurt Roman, whose quiet dedication reminds us that
preserving the past is often a hands-on effort — and sometimes, it’s best done together.

Get Involved - Explore Volunteer Opportunities at the PPG
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Packard Farmers
Market
Where History meets Harvest

The Packard Farmers Market returns for
the 2026 season on the front lawn of the
PPG bringing together local farmers,
artisans, bakers, makers, and local
businesses in a one-of-a-kind setting
where history and community meet.

Formerly known as the Shelby Farmers
Market, the newly rebranded Packard
Farmers Market reflects its deep
connection to the Packard Proving
Grounds and its mission to support the
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preservation of this iconic historic site. The market runs Saturdays from May 16 through
October 10, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Each week, the market is arranged in neat rows across the front lawn, offering a relaxed,
walkable shopping experience. Vendors may park directly next to their booths, and the grass
setting provides a cooler summer atmosphere ideal for tent setups. Well-behaved dogs on
leashes are welcome. The market is supported by Packard Proving Grounds volunteers and
local high school students earning community service hours.

New this year, we are adding sponsorship opportunities!  This is especially good for local
businesses that are interested and want to become more involved in the farmers market.  See
the flyer below for more details, and contact MaryAnne@PackardProvingGrounds.org if you
are interested in learning more about this new program for the 2026 season.

The Packard Farmers Market is open on Memorial Day and Labor Day weekends and will be
closed Saturday, July 4th.  Returning vendors must register each year, and new vendors are
welcome - click here to register.  

If you’re interested in volunteering at the farmers market contact
DonnaShiner.PPG@gmail.com
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Detroit Area Art Deco
Society
We were delighted to welcome a
recent group tour from the Detroit Area
Art Deco Society to the Packard
Proving Grounds. It was an added
pleasure to discover a wonderful
article about the site in The Modern,
the Society’s publication.

Our sincere thanks to Al Trombetta
and Gary Spondike for their extra
efforts on this project. Introducing new
visitors to the Proving Grounds is
always exciting, and it’s a great
reminder of how many people share a
passion for celebrating and preserving
these remarkable design elements.
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GEMS FROM THE VAULT
OHIO CELEBRATES 150th ANNIVERSARY WITH A PARADE

by P.H. Connell

Prominent Ohioans were invited back to take part in a sesquicentennial celebration in
October 1953.  This was the 150th anniversary of Ohio statehood.  On March 1, 1803 Ohio
was admitted to the Union as the 17th state.  This was a year-long historical birthday
observance.

60 individuals were given special invitations.  Many Ohio notables including Bob Hope, Jim
Nance, Charles Kettering, Eddie Rickenbacker, Dr Norman Vincent Peale and Jesse Owens
had roots in the state of Ohio.

Photographed here are James J. Nance, President of the Packard Motor Car Company and
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Charles F. Kettering, early GM Research Director, innovator and investor.  The homecoming
climaxed with a parade and luncheon.

The car in the photo is a 1954 Packard Caribbean Convertible Chassis ID 5431 Body Type
5478.  It was powered by a 359 CID L8 engine at 212 horsepower.  The date of this
photograph was October 19, 1953.  The photo location was Cleveland, Ohio.

Every picture tells a story. History is wonderful. These photographs - and more
than 14,000 others - are preserved in the Vault at the Packard Proving Grounds.

Meet Pat Connell, the man behind the Gems from the Vault series.  He is a long time
PPG volunteer and has spent SO many hours reviewing, analyzing and cataloging
historic photos.  Thank you Pat for sharing these interesting historic tidbits with us!

HISTORICAL SPEAKER SERIES
Click on the flyer images, then right click and select ‘save image as’ to save a .jpg file

that you can share with your friends & family and help us spread the word!
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Purchase Tickets

Packard Motor Car
Foundation
2026 Trustees

Matt Reynolds, President
Dennis Kuhn, Secretary

Bruce Webster, Treasurer

Brian Baker
Mike Borsuck
Wes Blackman
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Our sincere thanks to these individuals
who have agreed to serve on the
PMCF board of trustees.  

We look forward to a productive year
ahead and appreciate your time,
energy and guidance.

Dave Dolby
Paul Grant

John James
Martha Lee

Kevin Luedtke
Dennis Olivieri
Debbie Remer

Ken Snyder
Paul Tacy
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2026 Great Gatsby Gala
Join us for a night of glamour and nostalgia while supporting a great cause. Consider
purchasing a table of 8 and invite four couples to enjoy this wonderful evening together.

If you can't be in the area for the big night, you can still make a difference as a sponsor for
this important event. For more information on tickets and sponsorship opportunities, please
reach out to Jeannine@PackardProvingGrounds.org

Don't miss out on this chance to celebrate and support the Packard Proving
Grounds and the Packard Motor Car Foundation!

https://mcusercontent.com/a24071a113899d0d24beb2ac6/images/aa6a3927-49b0-a270-3470-3e6a5a47dd2a.jpg
https://mcusercontent.com/a24071a113899d0d24beb2ac6/images/aa6a3927-49b0-a270-3470-3e6a5a47dd2a.jpg
https://mcusercontent.com/a24071a113899d0d24beb2ac6/images/aa6a3927-49b0-a270-3470-3e6a5a47dd2a.jpg
https://mcusercontent.com/a24071a113899d0d24beb2ac6/images/aa6a3927-49b0-a270-3470-3e6a5a47dd2a.jpg
https://mcusercontent.com/a24071a113899d0d24beb2ac6/images/aa6a3927-49b0-a270-3470-3e6a5a47dd2a.jpg
https://mcusercontent.com/a24071a113899d0d24beb2ac6/images/aa6a3927-49b0-a270-3470-3e6a5a47dd2a.jpg
https://mcusercontent.com/a24071a113899d0d24beb2ac6/images/aa6a3927-49b0-a270-3470-3e6a5a47dd2a.jpg
https://mcusercontent.com/a24071a113899d0d24beb2ac6/images/aa6a3927-49b0-a270-3470-3e6a5a47dd2a.jpg
mailto:jeannine@packardprovinggrounds.org?subject=Gatsby%20Gala%20Sponsorship%20Info&body=
mailto:jeannine@packardprovinggrounds.org?subject=Gatsby%20Gala%20Sponsorship%20Info&body=
mailto:jeannine@packardprovinggrounds.org?subject=Gatsby%20Gala%20Sponsorship%20Info&body=
mailto:jeannine@packardprovinggrounds.org?subject=Gatsby%20Gala%20Sponsorship%20Info&body=
mailto:jeannine@packardprovinggrounds.org?subject=Gatsby%20Gala%20Sponsorship%20Info&body=
mailto:jeannine@packardprovinggrounds.org?subject=Gatsby%20Gala%20Sponsorship%20Info&body=


Donate Today

https://packardprovinggrounds.org/get-involved/donate/
https://packardprovinggrounds.org/get-involved/donate/


586-739-4800  Call or text us
We’re happy to help!
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